
MAKING THE MOST OUT OF THE SBL ANNUAL MEETING 
 
PROFESSIONALISM can make or break your experience. Annual meetings gather scholars 
of all levels. And just as you hope to further your career, so do your colleagues.  So keep 
in mind the following: 
 
Everyone’s time comes at a premium. 
 If you know you want to meet with a scholar, email ahead of the meeting, and see 
 if you can connect during her/his university’s reception or at some other time.  
Study up on potential conversation partners. 
 Discussing someone’s recent work can break the ice. The annual meeting is not 
 the place to launch major critiques or challenges against a scholar’s work.  
Dress the part. 
 Attendees usually wear business-casual attire. Let your clothing exude how you 
 want your peers, colleagues, and future employers to perceive you. At the same 
 time, ageism, sexism, and racism exist in the academy. So consider how you want 
 to negotiate these realities. For more on appropriate dress, ask a trusted friend and 
 visit the following site http://www.career.vt.edu/JobSearchGuide/ 
 BusinessCasualAttire.html. Also keep in mind that the meeting covers a lot of 
 ground, so make sure your shoes will enhance your movement to and fro.  
Actively Participate. 
 Presentations at the annual meeting represent the fore of religious scholarship. 
 Take note of the scholars and works you want to follow. Respectfully participate 
 in Q&As. Sessions have an open-door policy, so feel free to slip in and out of 
 sessions following the conclusion of papers. Wear your nametag so you can be 
 seen, and come prepared to network. 
 
NETWORKING often scares students, but think of the annual meeting as an opportunity to 
find new conversation partners. You’re not trying to meet as many people as possible. 
You are trying to build relationships with friends, colleagues, institutions, and employers. 
You will undoubtedly run into people in elevators, hallways, and waiting lines. But you 
can also plan on being in the right place at the right time, by doing the following: 
 
Study your program book. 
 The program book contains maps and schedules of everything going on at the 
 meeting. You can pick up the most recent version of the book at the annual 
 meeting, but use your current version to plan ahead. You can download the 
 program books from the AAR and SBL website. 
 
Download the SBL/AAR App for Android and Apple mobile devices. 
 This free app contains the program book, a customizable conference schedule, 
 built in Twitter feed, contact information and more. It also does not require wi-fi 
 for usage. For more information, go to http://www.sbl-site.org/assets/ pdfs/ 
 FAQs_App2011.pdf. 
  
Get on Twitter. 



 #SBLAAR is the official hash tag for the conference. Twitter provides a great 
 way to stay on top of what’s going on. It’s your antidote for being unable to be  
 everywhere at once.   
  
Attend receptions. 
 Throughout the event, various institutions host receptions as a way of fostering 
 convivial collegiality among conference participants. Put simply, make some 
 connections while you enjoy free food and drinks. Make sure to attend the 
 (1) SBL Members’ Reception on Saturday, 8:30-10PM, (2) SBL Student 
 Members’ Reception, 10-11:30PM, and the (3) Claremont (CST/CGU) 
 Reception on  Monday, 9-11PM. University receptions are designed for 
 prospective students, current students, alums, faculty and staff. Don’t crash those 
 events unless you’re accompanied by one of the latter four. Some freestanding 
 institutions have open receptions that are also worth checking out if you have a 
 genuine interest in what they do.  
 
Professional Development 
 A number of groups offer professional development opportunities that will 
 enhance your familiarity and facility with guild-related issues. Check out your 
 program book and these links for you to discover relevant offerings. 
  Status of Women in the Profession: http://www.sblsite.org/     
   SBLCommittees_CSWP_Activities.aspx 
  Committee on Underrepresented Racial, Ethnic, and Minorities in the  
   Profession: http://www.sblsite.org/     
   SBLcommittees_CUREMP_Activities.aspxStudent   
  SBL Student Advisory Board: http://www.sbl-    
   site.org/SBLCommittees_SAG.aspx 
  
PRESENTING 
 If you’re presenting  a paper, make appointment at the CGU Writing   
 Center to get help with the finishing touches. You should also check out   
 the following links:  
  The CGU Writing Center’s Online Resources:      
   http://www.cgu.edu/pages/775.asp and (2) Dr. Mark Goodacre’s  
  Dr. Mark Goodacre’s “Presenting Conference Papers:” 
   http://ntweblog.blogspot.com/search/label/presenting%20papers 
 
THE BOOK EXHIBIT showcases the latest print and digital works in the study of religion. 
Meet and greet representatives from scholarly presses. Take stock of publishing trends so 
you can contribute to the field. Purchase books and software at discount prices (especially 
on Tuesday).  
 
OTHER TIPS 
Dr. Mark Goodacre has blogged on “How to Enjoy SBL.” He provides some excellent 
tips and reflections not included here: http://ntweblog.blogspot.com/2009/11/how-to-
enjoy-sbl.html 


